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 Abstract     

The paper examines the impact of Entrepreneurship Education in crime 
reduction. The population of the study was 60 staff of  entrepreneurship 
centers in Ethiop West Local Government Area of Delta State. A convenience 
sampling technique was used. The result of the study showed that there is a 
significant relationship between entrepreneurship education and crime 
reduction in Nigeria. It was recommended that entrepreneurship education 
should be introduced at all levels of education. Also  Government should 
provide enabling environment characterized by adequate  infrastructure for 
effective entrepreneurship education . Crime is the major economic virus 
militating    against the economy and wellbeing of the citizens and 
entrepreneurial education will reduce it. 
 
 
Nigeria is a country with an estimated population of 170 million people is well 

endowed with abundant natural resources   world map. World Bank (2010) 
The current financial crisis has impacted negatively on the macro levels of the Nigeria 
economy resulting to economic depression. As at present the situation has posed 
serious threat and challenges to both government and Nigerian  citizens. Nigeria like 
most developing nations of the world is faced with myriad of problems, conflicts and 
diseases, insecurity, over dependence on foreign goods, low economic growth and 
development, lack of capacity and skills needed to move the economy forward and 
urbanization. World Bank (2010) 

According to Ossal and Nwalado (2013)  the need for entrepreneurship 
education started emerging in the mid-1980s when there were political instability and 
inconsistencies in the economic policies of successive government, high level of 
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unemployment, large scale lay off of workers and early retirement as a result of 
structural adjustment policies and bad economic policy.  

Entrepreneurship education as a part of the total educational system introduced 
by the federal government is the type of education that involves the acquisition of 
skills, ideas and management abilities necessary for job creation. An entrepreneur 
promotes self employment which leads to crime reduction because an  idle mind is a 
devil workshop but when people are engaged in entrepreneurial activities there will be 
no room for idleness and crime will be reduced among youths.  Therefore, there is a 
need to embrace this type of education and provide all the necessary resources needed 
to make  it functional. 
Quality entrepreneurship education could be used as a tool for fighting the war against 
poverty and crime reduction in Nigeria. 
 In the light of the increasing level of poverty and crime which have a long way 
to contribute to youth restiveness and other social problems in the society. The Federal 
Government of Nigeria decided to find solutions to them. Ugiagbe and Umunna (2002) 
reported that due to the dwindling economic situation and the resultant massive 
unemployment of both youths and adults in Nigeria, the Federal Government has 
emphasized the need for every Nigeria citizen to strive for self-reliance through self-
employment. This is why government established the National Directorate of 
Employment which eventually established the entrepreneurship program. 

Consequently, in the light of the federal government recognition of the 
relevance of entrepreneurship education, it directed that all institutions of higher 
learning should introduce entrepreneurship education as a compulsory course for all 
students irrespective of their disciplines effect from 2007/2008 academic session. 
NBTE Study Manual (2006) Furthermore, the National University Commission (NUC) 
is developing minimum academic standards for the teaching of entrepreneurship 
education in the universities (Boroffice 2008). 
 
Statement of the Study 
The importance of entrepreneurship education is the promotion of economic 
development and the eradication of crime which will be at the fore front of 
development strategies in Nigeria. 

With adequate training that will enable creativity and innovation relevant to 
skill acquisition to the youths and also the Nigeria economy. 
In spite of the above contribution of entrepreneurship education, Nigeria is currently 
faced with several challenges such as high crime rate ranging from kidnapping, 
abduction, illegal net-working, pipeline vandalization, robbing and soon. 
Unemployment, insecurity, high rate of poverty which is causing crime and 
overdependence on foreign goods to mention just a few. On response to these 
problems, the study proposes to investigate the impact of entrepreneurship education 
on crime reduction and its impact in youths empowerment in Nigeria.  
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Objective of the Study 
This study investigates the impact of entrepreneurship education on crime reduction. 
However, the specific objectives are: 
1. To determine if entrepreneurial education will be a useful tool for reducing 
crime in Nigeria. 
2. To examine if the availability of entrepreneurship education in institutions 
stimulate entrepreneurship skills in future graduates. 
3. To determine if the introduction of entrepreneurship education in institution 
change the orientation of the graduates towards white collar jobs. 
 
Research Questions 
1. Does entrepreneurship education significantly reduce crime in Nigeria? 
2. Does the available entrepreneurship education in institution stimulate 
entrepreneurship skill in future graduates? 
3. Does introduction of entrepreneurship education in institutions change the 
orientation of the graduates towards white collar jobs? 
 
Formulation of Hypothesis 
Hypothesis One 
Ho: There is no significant relationship between entrepreneurship education and 
crime reduction in Nigeria.   
Hi: There is a significant relationship between entrepreneurship education and 
crime reduction in Nigeria. 
 
Hypothesis Two 
Ho:  There is no significant relationship between entrepreneurship education in 
institution and entrepreneurship skill in future graduates. 
Hi:  There is a significant relationship between entrepreneurship education in 
institution and entrepreneurship skill in future graduates. 
 
Hypothesis Three 
Ho:  There is no significant relationship between the introduction of 
entrepreneurship education in institution and orientation of the graduates towards 
white collar jobs. 
Ho:  There is no significant relationship between the introduction of 
entrepreneurship education in institution and orientation of the graduates towards 
white collar jobs. 
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Scope of the Study 
This study specifically focuses on how entrepreneurship education is used as an 
important tool to reduce crime, poverty, unemployment and for economic development 
using entrepreneurship centers and graduates of tertiary institutions in Ethiope West 
LGA of Delta State. 
 
Significance of the Study 

The significance of this study brings to the fore the crucial need for 
entrepreneurship education  in Nigeria in reducing crime and poverty putting more 
consideration on the educational system strategies and its eventual development effect 
in society. 
Curriculum designers will see without much difficulties the problem areas and proffer 
solution 

However, the contribution of this work to knowledge identifies what is 
important to the economy, which is qualitative entrepreneurship education focused on 
the needs of the economy per time, rather than the resolution of the United Nations to 
increase budgetary details increasing the people of that go through schools. This is not 
the study of entrepreneurship education, however it contribute to the body of literature 
on the subject area and bring to light the result in order to ascertain which strategy 
would eventually work for the Nigeria economy in truly eradicating crime in Nigeria. 
It will also serve as a reference material for future researchers who want to embark on 
similar or related topic. 

 
Definition of Terms: 
Entrepreneur: Someone who organizes a business venture takes the risk manages it 
for aim of profit making and wealth creation  
Education: This is a long term leaning activities that enable the recipients to fit 
property in his society. 
Crime: An act punishable by law; usually considered an evil activities, deviant 
behavior 
Entrepreneurship: This is the process of initiating a business idea managing and 
organizing with its associated risk for the purpose of making profit for wealth creation.   
 
Methodology 
Research Design 

Research problem.  Exploratory research design was used to gain background 
information about the general nature of the A research design is a logical mode of 
proof that allows the researcher to draw references conveying causal relationship 
among variables under investigation. 
”. Therefore, the methodology to be used for a study should be relevant to the scope 
and objective of the study. 
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Cooper (2010) sees research design “as a road map for researchers”. It is the blue print 
for collection, measurement and analysis of data. 

 Ojo (2003) says research design addresses the plan structure and strategy of 
investigation concerned so as to do justice to it. 
Exploratory research design was used to gain background information about the 
general nature of the research problem. Also it helps to define, clarify problems and 
hypothesis and establish research priorities which descriptive research was aimed at 
providing answers to questions as they are related to the research problem. 
 
Population of the Study 

Peretomode and Ibeh (2008) defined population as a group of elements, 
elements, objects or all members of any well-defined class of people that are alike in 
one or more characteristics that are of interest to the researcher for a particular purpose 
and to which a conclusion is to be drawn on the basis of a sample. 
Oghene (2003) defined population as an entire group of people, objects or events 
having at least one characteristic in common. 
Also, Joan (2009) posited that a population is generally a large collection of individual 
or objects that is the main focus of scientific survey. 
The population of the study comprises of some graduates of tertiary institutions and 
entrepreneurship development centre (EDC) in Ethiope West LGA of Delta State. The 
total estimate of the population is 75 graduates. 
     
Sample and Sampling Technique 
 For the purpose of this research a sample size of sixty (60) was used for data analysis 
using the Yemen’s formula; 
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Where; 
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1875.01

75

+
=n  

1875.1

75=n  

N = 63.158 
N = 60 sample size 
 
Instrumentation 
The research instrument used for this research was collected primarily through the 
administration of questionnaires to respondents, observation and documented 
materials, and interview. 
  
Validity of the Instrument 
The instrument of observation will be valid because there will be personal observation 
of the students which will be structured to bring out the required responses from the 
interview. 
  
Reliability of the Instrument 
The instrument needs in this research are reliable most especially as the graduates were 
directly given the questionnaires and personal questions asked of the interviewed then 
response and answer were compared. 
  
Method of Data Collection 
The method of data collection is through the questionnaire given to respondents  and 
structural interview with graduates. 
 
Method of Data Analysis 
According to Business Dictionary (2015) Data analysis technique is the process of 
evaluating data using analytical and logical reasoning to examine each component of 
the data provided. 
The study used was simple percentage Chi square statistical tools for the analysis and 
evaluation of the data that was collected. This is because of its simplicity, ease and 
effectiveness. It shows the relationship between the variable being investigated and 
would provide very reliable results. 
The simple percentage method was computed as; 

k
n

X
Percentage =×=

1

100
 

Where; 
X = number of respondent 
N – total number of respondent which is the population 
K = the percentage (%) response 
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Data Presentation and Analysis 
Data Analysis 
Analysis of Questionnaire 
Section A 
Table 1: Question 1: Does Entrepreneurship Education Help to Reduce Crime in 
Nigeria? 
Respondents Number of Respondents Percentage % 
Yes 40 97.56 
No 1 2.44 
 41 100 
 
The table 1 above indicates that 40 respondents representing 97.56% affirmed that 
entrepreneurship education help to reduce crime while 1 respondent representing 
2.44% disagree to the question. 
From the foregoing it can be concluded that entrepreneurship education helps to reduce 
the rate of crime in Nigeria. 
 
Table 2: Question 2: Does the Introduction of Entrepreneurship Education in 
Institution, Change the Orientation of Graduates towards White Collar Jobs? 
Respondents Number of Respondents Percentage % 
Yes 36 87.80 
No 5 12.19 
Total 41 100 
 
The table above shows that the introduction of entrepreneurship education in 
institutions has changed the orientation of graduates towards white collar jobs. 
Considering the number of affirmative of 36 respondents representing 87.80% and that 
of the negative of 5 respondents representing 12.19%. Therefore it can be concluded 
that the introduction of entrepreneurship education in institutions has changed the 
orientation of graduates towards white collar jobs. 
 
Table 3: Question 3: Is Entrepreneurship Central Pillar to Economic Growth and 
Development as well as Employment Generation, Crime Reduction and Poverty 
Alleviation? 

Respondents Number of Respondents Percentage % 
Yes 41 100 
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The above table shows that entrepreneurship is a central pillar to economic growth and 
development as well as employment generation, crime reduction and poverty 
alleviation, considering the number of respondents that were affirmative in the 
responses which span through the entire population with ‘Yes’ accounting for 100. 
 
Table 4: Question 4: Does Entrepreneurship Education Stimulate Industrial and 
Economic Growth in Rural and Urban Areas 
Respondents Number of 

Respondents 
Percentage % 

Yes 41 100 
No - - 
Total 41 100 
 
The table above shows that entrepreneurship education stimulate industrial and 
economic growth in rural and less developed areas. considering the number of 
respondents that were affirmative in the responses which span through the entire 
population with ‘Yes’ accounting for 100. 
 
Table 5: Question 5: Has the Aim and Objectives of Creating Entrepreneurship 
in Nigeria been Achieved? 
Respondents Number of Respondents Percentage % 
Yes 7 17.07 
No 34 82.92 
Total 41 100 
 
The table above indicates that 7 respondents representing 17.07% affirmed that the aim 
and objective of creating entrepreneurship in Nigeria has been achieved while 34 
respondents representing 82.92% disagreed to the question. From the fore going, it can 
be concluded that the aim and objective of creating entrepreneurship education has not 
been achieved. 
 
Hypothesis Testing 
Ho: for this study was tested and There is a significant relationship between 
entrepreneurship education and crime reduction in Nigeria. 
H1: There is no significant relationship between entrepreneurship education and crime 
reduction in Nigeria. 
 
Test Table 

No - - 
Total 41 100 
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Response 

Gender  
Total Male  Female 

Yes 17 23 40 
No 1 0 1 
Total 18 23 41 
 
The above figures are observed frequencies (fo). The expected frequencies (fe) is 
obtained by using the formula; 

�� =
�� × ��

�
 

Where; nr = Row total 
nc = Column total 
n = Grand total 
Expected frequencies for male Gender 

��	 =
18 × 40

41
=
720

41
= 17.561 

��� =
18 × 1

41
=
18

41
= 0.429 

Expected frequencies for female Gender 

��	 =
23 × 40

41
=
920

41
= 22.439 

��� =
23 × 1

41
=
23

41
= 0.561 

The expected frequencies calculated above are thus imported into the table. 
 
Response 

Gender  
Total Male Female 

Fo Fe Fo fe 
Yes 17 17.561 23 20.439 79.99 
No 1 0.429 0 0.561 2.99 
Total 18 17.99 23 23 81.98 
 
The formula for arriving at the calculated value of chi-square is; 

�� =
∑ ��� − ����

��
 

 
 
Male 

�� =
�17 − 17.561��

17.561
=
�−0.561��

17.561
=
0.314721

17.561
= 0.0179 

�� =
�1 − 0.429��

0.429
=
�−0.571��

0.429
=
0.326041

0.429
= 0.76 
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Female 

�� =
�23 − 23.439��

23.459
=
�−0.439��

23.439
=
0.192721

23.439
= 0.0082 

�� =
�0 − 0.561��

0.561
=
�−0.561��

0.561
=
0.314721

0.561
= 0.561 

Therefore the calculated value of chi-square is approximately 3.84 
To obtain the degree of freedom, the formula ;df = (r-1)(c-1)  is used,  
Where r = total number of rows = 2 
 c = total number of columns = 2 
: . df = 2-1()(2-1)  
        = (1)(1) = 1 
Therefore the degree of freedom is =1 
The table value can be arrived at by relating the degree of freedom (df) to the level of 
significance which is 5% (0.05) in the chi-square table. 
From the chi-square table, the table value is1.33 
  
Presentation of Results 
The results and analysis from the hypothesis tested above is tabulated below 
Level of significance = 0.05 
Response Gender Total Df X2 

Table 
X2 

Critical 
Decision 

Male Female     
Yes 17 23 40 2 3.84 1.33 

S
ig

ni
fic

an
t No 1 0 1    

Total 18 23 41    
 
Decision Rule 
The decision reaches indicates that HO is rejected while Hi is accepted. It is so 
because the calculated value is greater than the table value. 
This project work shows that there is a significant relationship between 
entrepreneurship education and crime reduction in Nigeria. 
Based on the objective of this research study as well as the result of the data analysis 
1. Entrepreneurship education helps to reduce crime in Nigeria 
2. The introduction of entrepreneurship education in institution has changed the 
orientation of graduates toward white collar jobs. 
3. Entrepreneurship is a central pillar to economic growth and development as 
well as employment generation and poverty alleviation. 
4. Entrepreneurship education help to stimulate industrial and economic growth. 
5. The aim and objective of creating Entrepreneurship education in Nigeria has 
not been fully achieved. 
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Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations 
Summary 

The purpose of this research is to investigate the impact of Entrepreneurship 
education on  crime reduction. It highlight the challenges to be discussed in the 
research questions with the sole aim of getting at the cause of the problem under 
investigation. Objectives of the study were stated and hypothesis formulated. 

Data was presented and analyzed based on the data  collected from 60 
respondents’  both sample percentage and chi-square were used for the analysis. 
Findings from the data were analyzed as well as discussion of findings were also 
presented . 
 
Conclusion 

The issue of Entrepreneurship education to any nation especially developing 
ones like Nigeria is no doubt of paramount importance. Its role in economic growth of 
nations especially in the face of the global economic meltdown cannot be under 
estimated. 

Entrepreneurship is a central pillar to economic growth and development as 
well as employment generation and poverty alleviation. It is therefore necessary that 
aggressive efforts should be made to see its full development for Nigerians to achieve 
the vision enshrined in NEEDS which include youth empowerment, employment 
generation and poverty alleviation. All result to crime reduction because the time that 
would have been used in crime activity is now diverted to skill training. 

Youths should be able to access funds for entrepreneurship. They should also 
be exposed to training in technology, opportune to have intensive training in 
entrepreneurship and reinforcement on the concept of risk taking. The government 
should also set machinery in motion to provide an enabling environment characterized 
by adequate infrastructural facilities. 
 
Recommendations 

Nigeria is well endowed with abundant human and natural resources and 
favorable geographical location in the world map/ All that is needed is the introduction 
of entrepreneurship education in institution to change the orientation of graduates from 
negative to positive.. From the analysis gathered, the researcher wishes to recommend 
the followings; 
1. Funds should be made available for the growth of entrepreneurship education 
in Nigeria. 
2. Entrepreneurship education should be made compulsory in all levels of 
learning e.g. secondary and tertiary levels. 
3. The government should also create more entrepreneurial centers to train those 
youth and graduates that are walking aimlessly in the society. 
 
 

The Impact of Entrepreneurship Education on Crime Reduction: A Case Study of 
Entrepreneurial Centers Ethope West, Delta State 

 



 431

 

African Education Indices, Volume 10 No. 1, November, 2017. ISSN 2276 – 982X 

References 

Agoha, G. (2011), Skill Acquisition and Entrepreneurship Education, the Basic 
Requirement for Secretarial Business Students, ABEN book of reading, 1 (11), 
119-121 

 
Akpomi, M.E. (2009), Achieving Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Through 

Teaching Entrepreneurship Education in Nigeria Higher Education Institutions 
(HELs), Eur .F. soc. sci. 8(1), 154-157 

 
Kudolu, L.R. (2010)A Curriculum Framework forEntrepreneurship Education in 

Nigeria, UNIZIK Orient Journal of Education, 5(2), 1-16   
 
Boroffice, O.B. (2008), Building Partnership forEntrepreneurship Development in 

Nigeria Universities: National Sensitization Workshop on Entrepreneurship 
Development in Nigeria Universities Organized by NBTI and BIIC, 21st-22nd 
May, 2008 

 
Drucker, P. (1985), Innovation and Entrepreneurship: practice and principles, Harper 

and row publisher, New York 
 
Ewhrudjakpor, C. (2008), Poverty and its Alleviation: The Nigerian Experience, 

Journals of international social work, 5(14), 519-531 
 
Ekankumo, B. and Kemebaradikumo, N. (2011),Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurial 

Education (Ee): Strategy for Sustainable Development, Asian Journal of 
Business Management, 3(3), 196-202 

 
Nwaoke Ngozi  (2014), Entrepreneurship education and youth restiveness. 

International journal for management student. Port Novo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N gozi N w aokeN gozi N w aokeN gozi N w aokeN gozi N w aoke     

 


